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Exec. Boards Lay 


Conference Plans 

Having in mind the rapid pass- 
age of time, the joint meeting of 
ILA, ILTA Executive Boards on 
June 15 at the State Library laid 
the framework for the fall confer- 
ence program. 

A. B. Guthrie, Jr., author of 
the Pulitzer prize winner for fic- 
tion, The Way West, has been 
secured as speaker for the Friday 
night banquet. Mr. Guthrie, who 
makes his home in Lexington, 
Kentucky, is a native of Bedford, 
Indiana. 

As previously announced, the 
conference will be held on Novem- 
ber 2, 3, and 4 in Indianapolis 
with the first session planned for 
Thursday afternoon, November 2. 
The Special Library Association, 
under Hal Sander, is planning a 
meeting of general interest to 
conference - goers for ‘Thursday 
evening. 

Friday morning’s meeting, No- 
vember 3, will include considerable 
time spent in discussing legislation. 
Discussion will be by sections, 
small libraries in one group and 
medium and large libraries in an- 
other group. Trustees’ luncheon 
and Junior Members’ iuncheon are 
scheduled for Friday at noon. The 
fore part of the afternoon, Friday, 
will continue with a question and 
answer period on legislation, ‘Put- 
ting a legislative program into 
action” will be the topic for a talk 
during the afternoon. A college 
and university round table and a 
talk on the use of color in the li- 
brary will round out the program 
for the afternoon, 

If. you have been in library 
service for better than twenty-five 
years, you will want to plan on at- 
tending the breakfast meeting 
Saturday morning. Library School 
breakfasts are scheduled at this 
time also. The feature program 
for the last session on Saturday 


~morning will be planned by the 


school libraries members under 


_Leonard W. Smith, Jefferson 


High School, Lafayette, SLA 


_member of the executive board. 
sr4 


SLA Whips into Shape 
for a New Season 


With library meetings reaching 
their peak for the year 1949-1950 
n the Cleveland meeting last 
month, signs of renewed activity 
on a more local scale are appearing. 
The Special Libraries Association 
will hold its first meeting of the 
fall at “Homewood,” Lebanon, the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Donald A. 
Laird on September 16. 

Dr. Laird and Mrs. Laird, 
formerly a librarian in Rhode 
Island and Virginia, are keenly 
interested in libraries. They have 
collaborated on tooks and periodi- 
cal articles on variou; phases of 
psychology. 

The second meeting this fall 
will be held in conjunction with 
the ILA-ILTA conference. The 
tentative program for the confer- 
ence calls for an evening meeting 
to be planned by SLA membership. 

During the ensuing year SLA 
will be guided by Harold J. 
Sander, Indianapolis P.L. Business 
Library, president; Leland Smith, 
Allison Division of General 
Motors Corporation,  vice-presi- 
dent; Mary Jane Laatz, Indiana 
University -Medical School Li- 
brary, director - at-large; Mrs. 
Hazel Hopper, Indiana Division, 
Indiana State Library, secretary; 
Mrs. Rita Downing Fowler, Indi- 


ana University Medical School 
Library, treasurer. 
Committees of SLA will be 


headed by Miss Francis Arbogast, 
Citizens Gas & Coke Utility, 
SLAnt; Mr. Lawrence Arany, 
Indianapolis Star-News, publicity ; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Burton, Naval 
Ordinance Plant, employment; 
Mrs. Mabel Walker, Indiana 
State Library, reservations; Miss 
Lillian Cutler, Civil Aeronautics 
Administration Library, research; 
Miss Margaret Gallagher, Naval 
Ordinance Plant, hospitality ; Miss 
Eleanor Peterson, Indiana State 
Library, program; Mr, Karl 
Kretzschmar, Indiana University 
Medical School Library, member- 
ship; Mrs. Florence McMaster, 
Indiana University Law School 





Harriet I. Carter 
New Extension Head 


ILA, ILTA 
Committees 


Word has been received from 
Mrs. Born, ILTA president that 
Mr. Fred J. Helmen of South 
Bend is taking the place of Mrs. 
Russell Cushman of Fortville as 
one of the trustee members of the 
Legislative Committee. Mr. Hel- 
men, Vice-President of the St. 
Joseph Valley Bank in South 
Bend, is president of .the South 
Bend library board. 

With the departure of Mr. 
James H. Richards from Earlham 
College leaving an opening, Edna 
Miller, Librarian of Indiana 
Central College has accepted ap- 
pointment to the Library Action 
Committee. 

Margaret I. Rufsvold, Indiana 
University Division of Library 
Science, has been named chairman 
of the Nominating Committee to 
prepare the slate of officers for 
presentation at the fall conference. 
Working with Miss Rufsvold are 
Ruth Bean of Evansville and Alice 
Carter of the Business Branch, 
South Bend P. L. 


Library, nominating; Miss Caro- 
line Dunn, William Henry Smith 
Historical Library, archives. 





Extension Under 
New Leadership 


One evening last month my eye 
was caught by an article in the 


1 {local paper which announced that 


Harriet Carter, Librarian of the 
Elkhart Public Library, was leav- 
ing to take a new position with 
the Extension Division of the 
Indiana State Library. The fact 
was soon verified that Miss Carter 
would be taking the place of Miss 
Nofcier as Head of the Extension 
Division. 

Miss Nofcier, who has_ been 
heading the division since March 
of 1949, has gone to Lima, Ohio, 
where she will be in charge of the 
public library. Most of us became 
acquainted with Miss Nofcier first 
at the 1949 District Meetings and 
have come to appreciate her kindly 
manner and useful. advice, both 
through personal contacts and 
through the series of letters re- 
ceived from the Extension Division 
from time to time. She has done 
an excellent piece of work during 
her short stay with us in Indiana. 


If the fine work accomplished by 
the Action Committee of ILA, 
ILTA under the chairmanship of 
Harriet Carter during the period 
1948-1950 serves as. an example, 
there is assurance that the Exten- 
sion Division will continue under 
capable hands. 

Miss Carter, who has been head 
of the Elkhart library since 1947, 
came to Elkhart from Iron Moun- 
tain, Michigan, where she had 
served as librarian of the public 
library and of the senior high 
school library. Previous to this she 
was with the Loan Department 
and Readers’ Bureau of the Chi- 
cago Public Library and with the 
Tilden Technical High School for 
Boys. 

Before earning her Bachelor of 
Library Science degree from the 
University of Chicago Library 
School in 1944, Miss Carter had 
taken a Bachelor of Science in 
Education at Ohio State Univer- 
sity and had attended a Chicago 
Public Library Training Class. 
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The MPL Is My Beat|Earlham College Has 


Four weeks of vacation for pro- 
fessional staff members has definite 
disadvantages, particularly _ that 
first week back on the job. 


As I drifted about in a half daze 
for the first few days after a 
wonderful trip through the East, it 
seemed as though there was more 
than the usual number of new 
titles to be checked for ordering, 
problems held over for my return, 
and at the end of a seeming long 
and dark tunnel the 1951 budget. 
Getting out the August issue of 
FOCUS would have to be in 
spurts and dashes sandwiched be- 
tween. 

Somehow it's getting done. 
FOCUS goes to the printer in to- 
day's mail and the budget adoption 
meeting is set for the morrow. 


Should a librarian visit libraries 
while on vacation? So far my ques- 
tion has met with firm “No’s!” 
We “did” L.C. again this trip and 
of course the Folger Library, 
which is now even more exclusive. 
Tourists are not allowed to look 
into the reading room with its 
Seven Ages of Man stained 
windows, 

Baltimore’s scrubbed white steps, 
used to fascinate me, but a combi- 
nation of mid-day heat, row- 
houses, white steps and a stop 
signal at every crossing discouraged 
us from driving the length of 
Charles St. to revisit the Enoch 
Pratt Library. 

In N.Y.C. we only growled 
back at the pair of stone lions at 
the corner of 5th Ave. and 42nd 
St. as our cab whirled us down to 
the Pennsy station and the train to 
Philadelphia, where Betsy (the 
new Ford) was parked, waiting to 
bring us on home. 


It was verra good to get back! 


Your Editor 


New Librarian 


The recently appointed Earlham 
College librarian is Robert Mason 
Agard, now Librarian at Ripon 
College, Ripon, Wisconsin. Re- 
ceiving his A.B. in history from 
Wesleyan University, Connecticut, 
with distinction in 1939, Mr. 
Agard continued his formal educa- 
tion at Columbia University, earn- 
ing his B.S. in L.S. in 1940 and 
his M.A. in American history from 
Brown University in 1942. He 
served as an assistant in the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Division 
at the Brown University Library 
from 1940-42. From 1942-46 he 
was a junior reference librarian at 
the Library of Congress and dur- 
ing that time served as a lecturer 
on bibliography and reference at 
Catholic University. He has been 
at Ripon since 1946. 


MIDSUMMER SLUMP!! 
A rehash of ILA memberships 


compared to figures compiled and 
published in the February issue of 
FOCUS indicates a dropping off. 
Compared, the figures speak for 
themselves : 


February June 
Public Libraries 407 315 
Universities and 
schools 94 87 
Special 38 23 
Life 7 7 
TOTAL 546 432 


Of the June figures, thirty-eight 
represent new memberships, fifty 
are public library renewals after a 
lapse of a few years and thirteen 
school memberships renewed. 

If you’ve planned to catch up on 
your membership at the fall meet- 
ing, remember that memberships 
now expire with the end of the 
calendar year. 


Genial Father Schuerman, 
Librarian of Saint Joseph's Col- 
lege, received a back injury in 
an automobile accident near 
Portland on July 2. Since then 
he has been in the Jay County 
Hospital. After an enforced rest 
at home — St. Henry, Ohio — 
he expects to return to the col- 
lege in a cast. He will continue 
as Trustee Citation Committee 
Chairman. Our best wishes for 
a speedy recovery! 

* * * 





Harriet Hanzow, M.L.S. in 
children’s work from Western 
Reserve in June 1950, started 
work as children’s librarian at 
the Morrisson-Reeves Library, 
Richmond, on July 1. A real 
event for the Richmond library 
after two and one-half years of 
searching for the right person. 

* * 

Beginning September lI, 
George A. Curtis, formerly head 
of pages in the Loan Depart- 
ment of the Indianapolis Public 
Library and more recently a 
student of the Graduate Library 
School of the University of 
Chicago, will be the new librar- 
ian at East Chicago. Frank H. 
Whitmore is resigning his post 
there. 





* * * 


With the departure of Harriet 
Carter for Indianapolis, Elkhart 
is welcoming a new librarian. 
Ruth E. Kellogg comes to Elk- 
hart from Davenport, Iowa, 
where she has been assistant 
librarian since 1946. Miss 
Kellogg received her A. B. in 
L. S. from the University of 
Michigan. In addition to her 
library degree Miss Kellogg has 
a Master of Arts in Music from 
Iowa University. 


At Elkhart too, Margaret 
Helfrick assumes charge of 
circulation. Mrs. Helen Leach 
Peters, School Librarian at 
Buchanan, Michigan, will be 
the new bookmobile librarian. 
A graduate of the University of 
Michigan in education and li- 
brary science, Mrs. Peters was 
formerly in the Burris Training 
School Library at Ball State 
Teachers’ College. 


* * * 


Harriet Bard, ILA president, is 
off to Oklahoma City and then 
to the Rocky Mountain Park for 
the scenery and some hiking. 


* * * 


Harold Brigham is in Hazel- 
ton, Pa. — purpose, vacation 
and fishing. 

* * * 

Marian Vogel, the new Chil- 
dren's Librarian at Goshen, is 
an Indiana University graduate 
jand hails from Plymouth. 





HERE & THERE | Out of Focus 


So many men, so many wits! 

In pointing out the value of 
differences in opinion the teacher 
recalled an occurance out of her 
youth: 

Forced by an engine breakdown 
to stop overnight in a small hotel 
in a small town, a group of pass- 
engers had gathered on the veran- 
dah and were engaged in advising 
a couple of newly-weds in the party 
how to make a success of marriage. 

Mine host proudly related that 
in their thirty years of wedded bliss 
he and his wife had never had a 
difference. 

“That’s all well and good,” re- 
marked a traveling man seated at 
the end of the porch, “But if you’d 
had a difference about these chairs, 
you might have some comfortable 


ones.” 
* * 


A King’s Story, by the Duke of 
Windsor, first issued as a picture 
magazine serial, will be put into 
book covers for October publica- 
tion by Putnam. Speaking of the 
Windsor memoirs, Poet Melville 
Cane suggests a title for the book 
version: “The Kingsy Report.” — 
H. Russell Austin, Milwaukee Jnl. 

* * 

The late Dr. Charles A. Beard, 
eminent historian, was spending a 
few days in a little Connecticut 
town. The old postmaster, unable 
to restrain his curiosity, asked the 
scholar what kind of a doctor he 
was. 

“Well,” replied Beard, “I’m a 
doctor of philosophy.” 

“Hm-m,” meditated the post- 
master, “don’t seem to recollect we 
ever had a case of that here.” 
Reformatory Pillar. 





Killing two birds with one 
stone, Mrs. John Stemen, assist- 
ant librarian from Goshen, is 
going down Mexico way where 
she will visit the Benjamin 
Franklin Library and prepare a 
paper on it for course require- 
ments at I. U. 
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“PARAGON BINDINGS” 
fill your complete needs. 
Every cent of your library 
dollar is used and when it 
is spent for these bindings, 
at the lowest prices in the 
field, you have the best 
buy on the market. 





DON R. PHILLIPS 


P.O. Box 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


Wir rir tri rrr tte rte rete ett ee re er 
0 OO 








FOCUS ON INDIANA LIBRARIES 





CLEVELAND GOES ALL OUT 
FOR A SUCCESSFUL MEET 


Reports keep pouring in from 
all sides that the Cleveland meet- 
ing was a great success, Even if 
you were not there, second-hand 
accounts of the hospitality and en- 
thusiasm of the Cleveland hosts 
cast a warm glow in the re-telling. 

Exact figures are still not avail- 
able, but there was an estimated 
attendance of 4000 members. Con- 
sidering that the Heckman Bindery 
turned out 3600 embossed memo 
books, it is almost certain that the 
total count should reach the esti- 
mated figure. 

The Newbery-Caldecott dinner 
was actually a triple-threat celebra- 
tion, honoring the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Children’s Library 
Association, the Newbery award to 
Marguerite De Angeli for The 
Door in the Wall, Leo Politi, the 
Caldecott winner for The Song of 
the Swallows, and a plaque to 
Frederic G. Melcher, editor of 
Publishers Weekly for his “dis- 
tinguished contribution to the ad- 
vancement of children’s books.” 

Among Indiana people who par- 
ticipated in the convention pro- 
gram were: Marion McFadden, 
Indianapolis Public Library, speak- 
ing on Cooperative Administrative 
Activities; Alice Carter of South 
Bend’s Business Branch participat- 
ing in a panel discussion during a 
joint meeting of the Committee on 
Relations with Business Groups 
and the Business and Technology 
Section of the Public Libraries 
Division; Margaret Rufsvold of 
the Indiana University Library 
School presiding at a film panel; 
Dorothy’ Lawson, Holladay Me- 
morial Library for Young People, 
Indianapolis, speaking on “News 
of a New Young People’s Li- 
brary;” and Margaret O. Cobb, 
Haughville Branch Library, In- 
dianapolis, taking part in a panel 
discussion on the Fundamental 
Purposes of Branch Libraries. 

The 1951 conference should be 
a banner year for the attendance 
record of Indiana librarians with 
the meeting scheduled for Chicago. 


A GOING CONCERN 


Lois Ringo of the Anderson 
Carnegie Public Library writes to 
say that her staff has been in- 
creased with the addition of a chil- 
dren’s librarian. The servicés of 
Miss Lovila Smart, formerly li- 
brarian of the Rollo, Missouri, 
Public Library, were secured 
through the good offices of Hazel 
Warren, Consultant for Certifica- 
tion and Placement with the State 
Library. 

This somewhat new agency of 
the State Library was particularly 
designed to act as a clearing house 
for both employers and employees. 
No direct recommendations are 
made. Qualifications and Recom- 
mendations are compiled and sub- 
mitted to any interested employer. 


Home Making 
Bibliography Offered 
to Indiana Libraries 
An inviting offer comes from 
Elizabeth Ohr, Head of the Art 


and Music Department, Indian- 


apolis Public Library, Miss Ohr 


‘has just edited a list of books in 


the Julia Conner Thompson Me- 
morial Collection of the Finer Arts 
of Home Making. 

Distribution of this listing 
through the state has been limited, 
but any library desiring it may 
secure a copy by writing to Miss 


Ohr. 


Reading Institute 


Scheduled 

The Eighth Annual Reading 
Institute at Temple University has 
been announced for the week of 
January 29 to February 2, 1951 by 
Dr. Emmett Albert Betts, Direc- 
tor of the Reading Clinic. The 
full program will be ready for dis- 
tribution by October 1 of this year. 
Evaluation meetings, seminars and 
demonstrations will concentrate on 
systematic instruction in reading. 

Last year delegates were sent 
from all over the United States, 
Canada, England, the Hawaiian | 


Islands, and Puerto Rico. 


Yow Ready... 


TEEN AGE BOOKS 


The long awaited publication TEEN AGE GUIDE is now 
ready! This is just the guide to help you in the selection 
of teen age reading material. It’s chock full of comments, 
reviews and news. about the latest books for teen agers. 


Write for your copy today! 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


333 E. ONTARIO ST. 








HAVE Yex READ IT LATELY? 
Johnny Texas 


FIRST CHARLES W. FOLLETT AWARD 
By CAROL HOFF 


“There are warm family relations” 

: —American Library Association Booklist. 

“KR distinguished book. Reminiscent in tone and 
situation to The Yearling.” 

—Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 

“It shines with such incredible laughter and 
sadness” 

—Philadelphia Daily News 

“A warm and human story of family life and the 
meaning of America” 

—Post Enquirer, Oakland, Cal. 

“It is inviting. Attractive covers, large type, 
good pictures please the eye and the hand... 
a must for all libraries” 

—Dallas Times-Herald 

“Even grownups will find it interesting from an 

historical angle.” 
—Pensacola News 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 
1255 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago 5, Illinois 








THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 
OUR SERVICE 
Your response and our desire to give the best 


always HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN 
INDIANA During 1949... ) 


WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 


CERTIFIED 





NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
546 South Meridian Street Indianapolis 4, Indiana 











LIBRARY SUPPLIES? 
You'll find them all in here 


Yes, you'll find anything and everything you want in this big. 
illustrated catalog. You'll see the latest simplified methods, 
short cuts you too can use. 68 pages crammed with pictures 
and helpful hints for improving the operation of your library. 

For your own free copy, just phone your local Remington 
Rand office or fill in the coupon. 


Library Bureau, Room 1516A 
REMINGTON RAND 





Name Pos. 

1535 N. Meridian St., indianapolis 2 
0) Please furnish copy of Library : 

Supplies Catalog (LB 419). ry 
0 We are (planning) (building) a 

new library. Street 
0 We have a planning problem. 

Please have your Library Special- City Zone__ State 


ist phone for an appointment. Copyright 1950 by Remington Rand Inc. 
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Staff Organization Round Table 


Center Planned Good Books ; 
Mary Wells of the Indianapolis Public Library, Business Library, has tne Compton S 
been appointed by the steering committee of A, L. A. Staff Organization | 0 


Round Table as the Indiana representative of S.O.R.T. activities, recruitment | ; i . 
Children’s Reading Pictured Encyclopedia 


of new members for $.O.R.T. and encouraging the formation of staff associa- 
tions in more libraries in the state. ‘i 
In order that admiristrators and staff members may have an opportunity | Displayed for your eval- 


to learn more- about S.O.R.T. an information center at the I.L.A. Conference | i < . . : 
is being planned. Mate-ial will be available from S.O.R.T. and A.L.A. on | uation without obligation Your Indiana 


the procedure in forming a staff organization and the objectives and attain- | Li 
ments of organizations now in existence. —_—_— School and rary 


Any pre-conference questions and suggestions will be most welcome. 


ARTHUR C. GAU - Representative 


832 North Main Street is 
SOUTH BEND MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 


A Sig nN of Quality sean Franklin, Indiana 





Beckley-Cardy Company 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 


Library Binding 


Jas 


G) NO WAITING... 


for Standard Library Furniture 


Card Catalog Cabinets: Book Trucks — 3 styles; 
Stools, Charging Trays, Displayers, etc., are all in 
stock for prompt shipment. 

Quarter sawed oak — light and dark finish only. 
Please write for prices. 


“a GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


QUALITY 


and 


Prebound Books 


New Method Book Bindery 


Inc. ; 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


cece. 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 














KENDALLVILLE LUCILE WILLIAMS, Librarian 


A wonderful change has come over the 
Kendallville Library. Fluorescent lights have 


been instalied throughout the entire buiiding. 


The Adult Department has a new, attractive 
brown and tan floor covering. The walls are 
now creamy yellow, Red and chartreuse lounging 


chairs are provided for readers’ comfort. 


A white ceiling, chartreuse side walls and 
floor blocks of red, tan and black have added 
the spark of youth to the Children’s Department. 
Story hours are held for the children, 





The library gives regular service to the 


hospital. 





Library of the month is sponsored by 
THE HECKMAN BINDERY 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 





